St. James Parish    June 2006


St. James began the month celebrating Pentecost Sunday on June 4th.  When filled with the Holy Spirit, the followers of Jesus were strengthened and encouraged by His grace to spread the Gospel to all nations as they themselves lived and proclaimed the Gospel. Father Joe asked us all to realize the gifts that God has given us, and to allow the Holy Spirit to work through each of us to share these gifts with others.


A job position was created as a result of Our Discerning God’s Call for our Parish committee’s conclusion. A need has arisen for a part-time person to work with adult formation as well as working with other areas of faith formation in our parish.  Those interested were asked to have their resumes to the St. James Parish office by June 15th.


Beginning the weekend of June 10th and 11th, the office of the Music Ministry will no longer be producing the worship aids handed out in the narthex at the beginning of Mass.  From this point on, the cantor will announce the hymns from the ambo near the piano and organ.  The hymn numbers are also displayed on each side of the church, in blue for those found in the “Gather” hymnal, and red for those found in the “Worship” book.


St. James School announced that they have earned accreditation for the 2005-06 school year from the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement.  Congratulations to our school for attaining this honor!


Our parish office has a new staff member.  After prayer and reflection, the position of part-time secretary and receptionist has bee offered to and accepted by Loretta Venneman.  She will start on July 3rd.


Father Joe and Father Matt left on Monday, June 12th and returned Thursday night, June 15th.  They attended the Precious Blood Assembly in Atchison, Kansas.  Our prayers went with them as they met in community, as they continued to pray for our parish.


Due to other responsibilities, the Little Saints Playgroup asked for someone new to step forward to coordinate this ministry.  The group was formed so that parents with preschool aged children could feel more connected with the St. James community.  Those interested were asked to contact Debbie or Pam before July 1st.


On June 26th, Father Matt commemorated his 1st anniversary as Associate Pastor of St. James.  We hope that he feels as blessed by his parishioners as his spiritual leadership blesses us.

-  Cathy Teague 


