St. James Parish   September 2006


Progress is continuing to be made by the Goal #5 group on the Discerning God’s Call for Our Parish Committee.  The opening up of the Mallen Room is done with the painting, trim and cleaning completed.  There are plans on adding a door that will close off the room for a bride’s preparation and other uses.


We were asked to put our faith into action by participating in the Missouri Catholic Conference Annual Assembly, which was held on Saturday, September 30th, 2006 at the State Capitol in Jefferson City.  Keynote speaker was Dr. Richard Chole, M.D., who addressed the pending embryonic research and human cloning initiative.  Many workshops were also available, and the day ended with a Mass celebrated by the Missouri Bishops.


Religious Ed registrations were held in the narthex after all Masses for the upcoming session.  Children need to be three years old (or older) by August 1st, 2006.  Sunday morning classes run from 9:00 to 10:30 am, and are open to children age three to those entering the 5th grade.  Wednesday evening classes are from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, and are for those in the 1st through 5th grades only.


In conjunction with the other Northland parishes, St. James sponsors continuing adult faith formation classes.  The sessions are held at Holy Family one Thursday a month from 6:30 to 9:30 pm.  The September class was held on September 14th.  It featured “Bringing Saints into the Classroom” by Sister Judith Sutera of Mount St. Scholastica and “Developing Spirituality in Children” by Bernadette Stankard.  Bernadette has been in ministry for over thirty years, and is a published author and regular contributor to various publications.


St. James’ 17th Annual Auction was announced.  “A Night at the Oscars” will be held on November 4th, and will be an evening of great fun and wonderful food and drink.  The auction committee asked for help from the parish to secure some big-ticket items to help make this year’s auction the best ever.


The fall issue of our parish newsletter will be published around October 30th.  This issue will cover fall events as well as Advent and Christmas.  Articles for the October issue are due by September 30th.


Interviews began with architects who will be utilized to do the work for our parish improvement project.  In response to Father Joe’s letter, we have received generous financial contributions, letters of encouragement, and many people praying for the success of our project.  Father Joe reminded us to return the green card to the parish office or the collection basket, so the type of improvement can be determined to serve our needs in the future.

-  Cathy Teague

