St. James Parish    July 2005


Father Matt’s letter to our parish community in early July thanked members for the wonderful reception he has received here.  As he feels blessed by our spirit of hospitality, we also feel blessed by his enthusiasm and strong spirituality.  As we offer welcome, we called to mind the joy of being included among God’s friends.  We continue to pray for Father Matt, as he prays for our parish.


Father Joe left for vacation on July 5th.  After spending time with his family in Ohio, and an adventure dodging the local authorities, he returned to St. James on July 15th.  (If you don’t know, ask Father; details will not be divulged here!)


St. James began the process of putting together a pictorial directory for the parish.  Portraits were taken the last week in July, and will continue the second and third weeks in August.  We were all strongly encouraged to participate.


The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, MO invited single women between the ages of 18-38, who would like to explore monastic life to spend August 3rd through 9th with them.  This would be a wonderful opportunity for discerning women to live in a contemplative monastery and deepen their prayer life.  The Benedictine Sisters are those who make our communion hosts.


Nathan Stanley of FOCUS (The Fellowship of Catholic University Students) spoke to parishioners July 16th and 17th about his missionary work with college students.  Nathan grew up in Liberty where he attended our parish.  He graduated from LHS in 2000 and from Benedictine College in Atchison, KS in 2004.  He is now devoting his time to the Church through his ministry with FOCUS.  FOCUS is a dynamic college outreach organization that sends out recent graduates to bring Jesus Christ and the Catholic faith to college campuses.


The 2nd Annual St. James Art and Music Fair was held on Sunday, July 24th at the Parish gym and grounds.  From 10:15 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., we enjoyed music, art, shopping, talent performances, food, and activities for the kids.  This event celebrated our church’s patron saint, St. James the Greater, Apostle, whose actual feast day occurs on July 25th.


July 26th was the Feast of St. Joachim and St. Ann, the parents of Mary and grandparents of Jesus.  Coffee and donuts were offered after the 8 a.m. mass on that Tuesday for all grandparents who came to commemorate.


St. James was well represented at Liberty’s Relay for Life, which was held from Friday to Saturday, July 29th to 30th.  This local relay benefits research and programs for the American Cancer Society, and honors both those who have fought this disease, and those who have lost the battle.  Parishioner Mike Jones was the chairman of Liberty’s 9th annual relay, and our Father Matt provided the Invocation at the beginning of the event.  More than $62,500 was raised for the cause.


Fall 2005 will bring a new preschool addition to St. James.  Staff has been busy restructuring and equipping our school for the youngest students.  A variety of enrollment choices will be offered for children, ages two through five.  Enrollment was held July 31st at 3 p.m.

-  Cathy Teague

