St. James Parish    May 2006


Beginning the first weekend in May, we said a prayer for vocations after each Mass.  At one Mass each weekend, a statue of the Holy Family was presented to a family or individual to take home for a week to pray especially for vocations that week.  Sign-up sheets were available in the narthex.  This is a wonderful opportunity to pray together as a family.  This effort hopes to be emphasized for the next year.


St. James hosted an estate-planning seminar on Tuesday, May 2nd from 7 to 9 p.m. in the social hall.  The program emphasized good stewardship in estate and financial planning.  A financial planner and attorney were on hand to lead small groups on topics such as wills and trusts, saving, investing, and powers of attorney.  The Altar Society sponsored the seminar.


On Sunday, May 14th, we celebrated our St. James graduates at the 6 p.m. Mass.  We were reminded to keep them in our prayers as they continue on their journey.


The St. James Prayer Garden and Outdoor Classroom were chosen to be included in the Liberty area Garden Tour o June 3rd, to benefit the Pregnancy Support Center.  Saturdays, May 20th and 27th were designated workdays to prepare for the honor.


An information meeting was held on Sunday, May 21st at 2:30 p.m. in the Gaspar Room for anyone interested in considering the Catholic Faith.  This meeting was not a commitment, but just to help people understand how the RCIA process works.


Seven St. James parishioners and two people from Independence churches completed their JustFaith formation process.  The thirty-week justice formation process began at St. James last fall, and is an opportunity to experience a spiritual journey into compassion.  Another JustFaith program will begin in September.


Sharon Stauffacher announced that she would be moving to Atchison, KS in July.  We feel blessed by the years of service she has given to St. James and our payers will go with her.


Cathy Teague, Ann Tucker, Julia Alsobrook, and Diane Dolak have been selected as new members of the Pastoral Council.  The current Council asked the parish to join them in praying for and welcoming our new members, and thank Chuck Koesterer and John Talbot for their service as they leave the Council.


Memorial Day Services were held on Monday, May 29th at 10 a.m. at Resurrection Cemetery.  Rev. Ron Verhaeghe delivered the homily.

- Cathy Teague

