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Dear Religious Education family, 
We welcome you and your children to another year of 
religious education at St James.  We’re looking forward 
to another great year of learning, fellowship and devel-
oping a deeper faith for ourselves and our children.   

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops has declared 
the theme for this catechetical year to be “Catechesis 
and Proclamation of the Word.”  This year’s theme em-
phasizes the Word of God as the foundation for all cate-
chesis.  I hope that the activities and events that we 
have planned for this year are helpful in your family’s 
continuing faith journey.   Parents are the primary guid-
ing force in their children’s lives — we are here to sup-
port you in that task. 

Attendance is very important for all of our offerings — 
weekly classes, parent meetings, special events — but 
your child can’t benefit from what we have to offer if 
they’re not here.  Regular attendance each week offers 
more benefits than just learning the material presented 
— your child is forming relationships with their peers 
and with their church.  We want your child to reap the 
benefits of belonging to a community of faith.  Remem-
ber, too, that coming together each week to listen to 
God’s word and share in the Eucharist is an essential 
part of our faith. 

We’re all looking forward to another wonderful year! 

Cecilia Richardson 
Director of Religious Education 
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The program for Elementary aged students is di-
vided into three parts: 
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